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saunitary scrvice, The Controller wrote back
to the seerctary of the group settlers stating
that the Health Department wonld sapply the
pans, The Health Department, when written
to in their turn, replied that they did not sup-
ply pans, and that the settlers would have to
get them from elsewhere. Evidently the Con-
troller of Group Settlements was misinformed,
or else did not make inquiries. The pans have
not yet been supplied.

The Minister for Works: T will speak to
the Premier about the matter.

My, HUGHES: In the original construc-
tion of the cottages, some of the windows
were broken, As a result some of the homes
have mever had windews. The oecupants,
during six or seven months’ occupation,
have been corresponding backwards and
forwards with the Controller regarding
windows, but have not yet got them. The
latest reply the settlers received was tbat
the matter was being considered. With the
summer coming on, and the flies being so
bad, it is essential that the settlers should
have windows in their houses. The windows
were not broken through carelessness, but
‘broken in the course of coastruction.

The CHAIRMAN: Of what group is the
hon. member speaking?

Mr, HUGHES: A previous speaker re-
ferred to hospitals and publie health under
thig item. I am showing that unless certain
things are attended to, the demand on the
hospitals is likely to be greater.

The CHATRMAN: That has nothing to
do with this vote. I rule the hon. member
out of order.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Other undertakings, £12,000—agreed
to.

Lands Improvement Loan Fund:

Votes—Departmental, Salaries, Agricul-
ture, £1,500; Contingencies, Development of
Agriculture, Agriculiure, £9598; Develop-
ment of dgriculture, North-West, £5,000—
agreed to.

RBesolutions
adopted.

reported and the report

House adjourned at 5.10 am. (Wednesday).
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DEPUTY PRESIDENT, APPOINT-
MENT.

The Clerk announced that, owing te the ub-
sence of the DPresident through unavoidable
canges, it would be necessary to appoint a
Deputy President.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
move:

That the Hon. J. W. Kirwan toke the
Chair s Deputy President during the ab-
sence of the President,

Question put by the Clerk and passed.

AS TO PRAYERS.

Heu. G. W. MILES: Do you not intend,
Mr. Deputy President, to read prayers?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The pro-
ceedings had already been opened when the
Clerk announced that the President was not
present. It is contrary to Parliamentary prae-
tice in such eases to read prayera.

MOTTON—STANDING ORDERS SUs-
PENSTION.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—Sonth-West) [4.33]: T move—

1, That Standing Order 62 Dbe sus-
pended for the vemainder of the Scssion.
2, That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended for the remainder of the Nession
as is necessary to cnable Bilis to be passed
through all stages ot one sitting, and lo
enable Mcssages from the Legislative As-
sembly to be taken into conzideration
forthwith on their receipt,

I do not wish hon. members to misunder-
stand the course T am pursuing. I trust they
will agree to the motion, so that business may
be e¢xpedited. If hon. members look at the
Notiee Paper they will see that there are
numbher of Bills down for consideration, and
while T will not deseribe them as of minor
importauce, they are sneh as are not likely
to be debated at great length. Tf the motion
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be agrecd to it will enable us to keep the
Nctiee P’aper clear, and as soon as a Bill is
agreed to without much discussion, it will be
possible to put it through the remaining
stages and return it to the Legislative As-
sembly, 1 give my assuranee to hon. mem-
bers, that, should any member desire the ad-

journment of the discussion on any business:

before the House, 1 will Le-enly too pleased
to fall in with his wishes. Hon. members can
have what adjournments they desire.: Several
important Bills, such as the Appropriation
Bill and the band and loeome Tax Bill, will
come bhefore ug in due course and they will
require full discusgion. I have.no intention
of using the metion in order to curtail dis-
cussion, The whole objeet is to faeilitate the
business and, by disposing of measures that
can reasgnably be dealt with at the one sit-
ting, retain on the XNotivce Paper matters re-
quiring further conrideration. I hope the ses-
sion will come to a close within a reagsonable
time, and that the carrying of the motion will
convenience members,

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [4.36]: I second the motion, and will
take the opportumity of voicing my feelings
of regret that the session has wse far ad-
vanced and that so little has been done, due,
of course, to lack of business from another
place. Just as the Billa commenee to arrive
from the other Chamber, the Leader of the
House desires the suspension of certain
Standing Orders to enable him to get through
the busincss as promptly as possible, We
are ready and willing to sit early and late
and to sit on an extra day or two each week,
if it is possible to pet through the business
within a reasomable time, I am not fond of
sitting here during the summer months. This
is a suitable time to express regret that Par-
liament does not assemble earlier and get
through the business while reasomubly cool
weather prevails. Now that Bills are com-
ing from another place, we are not anxious
that the business shall be rushed through
without proper consideration.

Hon. J. Cornell: Are you going to vote
for the motion?

Hon. J. DUFFELL: T hope that the ses-
gion will not be prolonged, but, at the same
time, everv measure brought hefore us should
receive full consideration., T rely upon the
- atatement made by the Leader of the House.
that he will not attempt to force any measure
throngh withont full discussion. T will sup-
port the motion.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES {(North) [439}: I
must oppose the motion for reasons T shall
explain. The House has been sitting for
four months and we have done nothing,
Certainly -we have done nothing of import-
ance. Members have heen brought from the
country and then sent home again, although
nothing has been done. No one is more
anxions to finish the session than T am. At
the time sime it is our duty to analyse legis-
lation and see that nothing glipa through.
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The Minister for Egducation :
wishes vou to do anything else,

Hon. J. J, HOLMES: It is easy to allow
something to rlip through, and when we dis-
¢over what has happened the next day, it is
too late to deal with it, That is an import-
ant point. Hon. members will remember that
we passed special legislation te avoid this
rash at the enil of a session. We altered
the date of the general election in order
that the Government might come down in
June with the business prepared for parlia-
mentary consideration, and finish the busi-
nexs hefore the summer months, Bince that
legisiation was passed and an extra six
montha’ grave was pgiven tu the Govern-
ment, exactly the opposite results to those
antivipated have followed, and we bhave
been required to return after Christmas to
finish up the work of the session. Such a
thing did not happen prior to that legislation
being passed. The real fact of the matter
is that the Ueovernment did not have the
business for the sesston ready for rubmission
to members. A FProperty Bill was hrought
forward but we knew full well that it was
not intended to go on with it. Tt was merely
placed on the Notice Paper in order to keep
the House together until the Government
hud something for members to deal with.
Yesterday, for some unexplained reason, a
special request was made by the Leader of
the House for permission te move this
motion. The Minister gaid it was because
the Notive Paper was full of Bills to be
dealt with. Aaa matter of fact, those Bills
were not on the Notice Paper when he
moved his motion,

Hon. E. H. Harris: He was preparing for
them.

Hon. J, J. HOLMES : Ten Bills were
brought down yesterday, and beforc we have
even seen them the Minister moves a motion
to suspend the Standing Orders so that he
may rush them through, [ do not know
what happened vesterday, but T know we
have heard in the corridors the ususal sing-
song that characterises the end of sessions
of Parliament. This yvesr, of course, there
was a new version, a5 published in the
“West Australian,’” This writing onr the
wall, combined with the split in a certain
party, leads one to believe that the business
iz to be rushed throngh, and that the Gov-
ernment intend going to the countiry befere
the wolf and the lamb have time to lie down
together again,

Memhers: They cannot go to the country.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Ordert Will
hon. members stop the conversation in which
they are indulging.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The hon. member
interjects that the Government cannot go
to the country. In my opinion the Govern-
ment can go ta the country any time they
choose, When we find that, in apother
place, members commenced dealing with the
Loan Estimates, involving an expenditure
of 414 millions, at 6 p.m. last night and
that those Estimates were finally bludgeoned
through at 5 o’cloek this morning, we must

Nobody
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realize that tlat may happen here if we
agree to susperd the Standing Ordera. Rev-
enue Estinaies involving an expenditure of
seven millions of money have been passed
in another place, anl we will be asked to
approve of the cxpend'ture, although we
have not seen those Estimales. Is it our
fault thal we have reached this stage of
the session with so wueh to de and nothing
done? We are asked now to agrec to the
motion which will enable the House to deal,
if necegsary, with Bills in one sitting. It
is not fair to the Leader of the House to ask
that Bil's be put through at one sitting, He
has only just aceepted the office of leader,
and everyone knows what a difficult posi.
tion it 18, Mz, Colebateh was specially
qualified for it. He could take up a Bill nt
2 o’clock in the morning, put his finger on
the defects, make the necessary amemt-
ments, and rectify the errors made in
another place. We eaonot ask or expect
Mr. Ewing to de that. It is not fair to
charge him with the responsibility of put-
ting all this legislatien through at one
sitting, There ig the Redistribution of
Seats Bill, 2 most important measure, Week
after week was spent on that Bill in another

place in order to get a redistribution on'

which we could go to the country. The Bull
passed ils second reading weeks ago, but
nothing has been heard of it since. T assume
that it will come up again,

Hon, A, Lovekin: I am told it is dead.

Hon. 7. J. HOLMES: Tt is rather peculiar
that such a Bill shonld be dead after having
passed the second reading.

The Minister for Education: That hap-
pens here sometimes,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: But that was a Gov-
ernment Bill and an important one, too.
The Loan Bill of £4,500,000 will mean that
the State must find between £250,000 and
£300,000 interest that will be a eharge upon
the revenue until the expenditure becomes
reproductive. Millions of money has been
spent, a lot of it without the authority of
Parliament, and tens of thousands is not
earning interest, nor is it likely to for some
time. What will be our position if we spend
another £4,500,0007?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: T must re-
mind the hon. member that we are discussing
a motion for ibe suspension of the Standing
Orders,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I am explaining
why we should not agree to the motion. The
husiness is of such importance that we
should have ample time to deal with it. Qur
revenue account is more than £6,000,000
short, and the interest on the deficit is
£1,000 per day. The business before usg is
of sufficient importance to justify close
scrutiny by this House, and no Bill of any
importance should he put through all its
stages at one sitting.

Hon, H. STEWART (South-East) [4.40]:
I am in accord with Mr. Holmes. There is' no
Justification for the motion, particularly the

latter portion of it, at this stage. If the
Minster wishes to expedite husiness he should
preserve our rights under the Constitution that
every stage of legislation should receive full
consideration. The most he ahould have done
was to bring down the first portion of the
motion, permitting new business to be taken
atter 10 o'ciock, To ask vs to suspend the
Standing Orders to cnable Bills to be passed
theough all stages at one sitting and eaable
ressages 1o be con-idered immeldiately after
they are received is unprecedented and un-
pardonable. I move an amendment—

That paragraph 2 be deleied.

Hon. C. . BAXTER (East) [4.50]): Every
session we have a similar wmotion, but the
pesition is aggravated on this neeasion berause
no serious attempt has bren made to deal with
the measures the Government havar in hand.
La t wiek we sat for only anc pight, and had
to adjoirn aver the rest of the week because
there waa nothing to do. Now it is intended
to rush cverything throagh Is that fair to the
country?  Shenld we le asked to sit hers
till the smail hours of the moruing? We
¢hou'd not. The average man sitting till 10
or 11 p.m, dors very well. After that he
must tire; he cannot be expected to exhibit

the reasoning powers that he would otherwise

do.

Hon. T. Moore: Members in another place

went on mueh later than that last night.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Quite so, but the
matter that engaged their attention should
have been before them months ago, We were
assured that the present Government would
have the Estimates before Parliament early
in the session.

Hon, J, Cornell: And they did.

The Minister for Fdueation: These are the
Loan Estimates.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Buot was any attempt.
made to deal with them? Lbok at the amount
of work to be brought before us during the
next fortnight. 1 understand it is intended
to try to finish the session at the end of mext
week.

Hon. E. H. Harria: They have no chance.

Ilon, C. ¥, BAXTER: The Government de-
sire to do so. 1 objeet to it. The counfry
has a right to expect us to give reasonmable
time and consideration to every measure. We
cannot do so if the business is rushed through
under a suspension of the Standing Crders.
I trust members will take a strong stand and

insist that ample time be devoted to consid-’

ering all the important matters still to be”

brought before us. Py

I/

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
Hon. J. Ewing—South-West—on amendmen.}
[4.53]): Members misunderstand and miscon-
strue my iatentions. It is far from my wishes
that any business should be rushed through,
Although the motion may be unprecedented
and although, as Mr. Holmes said, T may not
have the experience tu handle the business as
did my predecessor, I undertake to give earn-
est attention to every Bill and not to bring
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any measure forward unless I understand it
and can deal with it properly. The respon-
sibility thus will be upon my shouilders.

Hon. V. Hamersley: It is on ours, too.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
took it upon myself to move the motion; as
Leader of the House it appealed to me. The
Government are not behind it; the Premier
did not ask me to move it. We have 15 Orders
of the Day on the Notice Paper. Many of
them will require very little time. If any re-
quires great attention, I shall apree to an
adjournment. The matter will be eitirely in
the hands of members, I thuught when we
reached a Bill of no great importance we
could put it through all stages. I assure
members that nothing will be done by me to
force legislation through the House. If the
Standing Orders be suspended I shall uge the
privilege to ex|edite business only if it be
the wish of the House that the business be so
expedited. If any member desires an ad-
journment there shall be no opposition from
me. I am quite aware there are important
Bills to come before us, and 1 should be want-
ing in my dity it T attempted to rush any
of them through. T lhope to move the second
reading o" the Appropriation Bill on Tuesday
next, and members will then have ample time
1o discuse the financial position of the State,
‘The Taxation Bill and Loan Estimates are
important alike to the Government and the
people of the State, but I may reasonably
ask members to trust me in this matter.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [4.58]: Having
subordinated Parliamentary duties to other
business recently, I may lay myself open to a
charge of being unfair if T do mot support
the motion, but there is another ohligation
imposed upon us. We must consider whether
it is in the best interests of tlie House to grant
the Minister’s request. Though it has been
eustomary towards the end of the session to
suspend Standing Order No. 62, in actual
practice there has beea little nced for it. It
depended upon the conduet of the business
by the l.eader of the House and what he
brought forward before 10 p.m. The House
always assisted him. I have compared our
formidable Notice Paper with the Bills on
my file, and there is nothing whatscever on
the Notice Paper to warrant the suspension
of the Standing Orders, There is nothing of
importance and nothing of a controversial
nature.

Hon. E. H. Harris: That will come later.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Therefore, on the evi-
dence before me there is no necessity to grant
the Minister’s request.

The Minister says he is asking for the sus-
pension of the Standing Orders mainly with
teference to what is to eome. That is my
main reason for opposing the motion. The
Bills now on the Notice Paper are of little
moment, but important measures are to come
before the House. I am perfectly ecertain
that when those important measures have come
along and members have bad ap opportunity
of perusing them, the Minister’s request will
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be granted, if necessary. I see no reason for
granting it at this juncture. I suggest that
the Minister withdraw his motion to-day, and
submit it at a later date. If it is defeated to-
day, he cannot move it again at any subse-
quent stage of the session. Hon, members
can read the important Bills when distributed
upon first reading, and thereafter decide
whether such 3 motion as this should be
carried. Those are the only circumstancea
under which I would support the motion,

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—
Ayes
Noes

|l &5

Majority against

AYES,
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon, J. Nicholson

Hon. W, Carroll Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. J. Cornoell Hon. F'. E, 8. Willmott
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon, V. Hamersley
Hon. A. Lovekin {Telier.)
Hon. R, J. Lynn

NoEs.
Hon, A. Burvill Hon. G. W. Miles
Homn. J. B. Dodd Hon. G. Potter
Hon. J. Duffell Hoon. E. Rose
Hon. J. Ewing Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. E. H. Harrls Hopn. T. Moore

Haao. J. W, Hickey
Hop. J. M, Maclarlane

(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Question puf, and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes 12
Noes 12
A tie . 0
. —_
AYES,
Hop. R. . Ardagh Hon, . W, Miles
Hon. A. Burvill Hon. T. Moore
Hon. J. E. Dodd Hon. G. Potter
Hon. J. Ewing Hon. E. Rose
Hoo. J. W. Hlckey Hon, A. J. H. Saw
Hon. J. M. Mactarlane | Hovo. J. Duffell
{Taller.)
NORS.
Hon. ¢. F. Baxter Hon, A. Lovekin
Hon. W. Carroll Hon, R. J. Lynn
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon, H. Stewart
Hon. E. H. Harrls Hon. F. E. 8. Willmaott
Hop. J. J. Holines Hon. E. H. Gray
(Teller.)
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I give my

easting vote with the Ayes, and Qeclare the
motion carried.

Hon. J, Cornell:
sideration?

Question thus passed.

YWhat about further eon-
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BILL—VETERINARY SURGEONS AUT
AMENDMENT,

Received from the Assembly, and read a
first time.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING,

1, Inspection of Machinery Aect Amend-
ment.
Returned to the Asgembly with amendments.

2, Kojonup Racecourse,
Paszed.

BILL—LUNACY ACT AMENDMENT.
Report of Committee adopted.

Bill read a third time, and returned to the
Assembly with an amendment.

BILL—MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 20th November,

Hon. J. E, DODD (BSouth) [5.17]: This
remarkable Bill appeared on the Notice Paper
before the Government Bill dealing with the
same subjeet bad been disposed of.  Most
extraordinary tactics” were adopted to secure
the defeat of the Government Bill, and the
advancement of this one. I do not know
whether it is of much use opposing the Bill
here; I think we may very well leave that
to another place, But the lHounse has en-
deavoured to shape a new course in taking
charge of industrial legislation, taking it out
of the hands of the Government and handing
it over to municipal councils. We here are
elected on a restricted franchise, notwith-
standing which we endeavour to take charge
of industrial measures and hand over their
control te a body elected on a still more re-
stricted franchise and on plural voiing. Con-
sider where this kind of legislation is likely
to lead us. 1 endeavour to take a fair atti-
tude towards all measures that come before
the Couneil, but I believe that the measures of
extremists, such as the extremists who con-
dueted a riot some time ago in Fitzgerald-
street, are likely to lead to such institutions
as the Facisti, while the attitnde of this
Chamber, as represented by the Bill, is likely
to breed Bolshevism, It is bad when a body
elected on a restricted franchise deliberately
says to the Assembly, elected by three times
as many electors, ‘' You know nothing about
this industrial legislation; we are going to
throw out your legislation and set ourselves
up as dictators.’’ That is what we are doing.
We are seeking to place it in the hands of 2
body elected on a greatly restricted franchise
and on plural voting.

Hon. A. Lovekin: You have already given
them similar powers.

Hon. J. E. DODD: That is the position-
while extreme measures on one side may breed
such institutions ag Fascisti, extreme measures
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on the other side, such as this, are likely ‘o
breed Bolshevism. The remarkable part of
this extraordinary Bill is that whereas che
Chamber time and again deliberately ex-
presses abhorrence of legislation by re-fula-
tion, the entire Bill is to be referred to tegu-
lations made by a municipal council. ‘lo we
are seeking to amend the regulations of a
munpicipal council in order to give thri body
the right to do something to protect v orkmen
from unsafe seaffolding. Where is .ur con-
sisteney? Time after time do we rbject to
legislation by regulation.

Hon. A. Lovekin: To taxation jy regula-
tion.

Hon. J. E. DODD: Yet thi/ is to be
handed over entirely to the munirfpal council
to deal with by regulation. !

Hon, T. Moore: It is Mr, Bed's Bill.

Hon. J. E. DODD: T have no objection
whatever to handing respon: .bility to the
munieipal council, a worthy b dy doing good
work without payment. But let us look at
this in another aspect. We a e going to hand
over to the Perth City Coun il the regulation
of seaffolding, notwithstand'ng that the chief
man in the council is a builder and con-
tractor. Nor is he the on'y builder and con-
tractor on the council. ’nstead of handing
over this particular leghlation to Govern-
ment employees nominated omly by the Act
we passed, we are going te hand it over to a
number of men who are themselves contrac-
tors. Again, I do not know the chairman
of the Perth Road Board at presemt, but a
builder and contractor was chairman of that
board for a long time. We have arouna
Perth quite a number of road boards. In
future, I think, most of our big buildings will
be in the road board areas. Yet the Bill
does not apply to road boards, being re-
stricted to municipalities. “Why should the
Perth Road Board, the South Perth Road
Board, the Claremont Road Board, and vari-
ous other road boards not be under any ob-
ligation in the matter?

Hon. A. Lovekin: Because you cannot put
them in the same Bill with municipalities,

Hou. J. E. DODD: We have had the whole
lot under one Bill, There was no need to
bring in a Bill like this in order to place
the thing in the hands of municipal counecils.
The Bill is an absolute farce, It imposes no
obligations, fixes no penalties. There is noth-
ing in the Bill. Tt has never been asked for
by the municipal voters, nor by the road
beard voters. I have here the report of &
conference held in August lzst, at which
there were representatives from all the metro-
politan munieipalities. They passed quite a
number of resolutions, but not one refer-
ring to scaffolding, although the very see-
tion of the Munieipal Corporations Aect
that Mr. Lovekin seeks to amend is one
that the conference sought to amend, in an-
other direction. If we were to search the
whole of the records of the various munieipal
and road board conferences I do not think we
should find cne at which those bodies have
asked to be saddled with the obligation of
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protecting workmen against unsafe gcafolding.
Moreover, if we can legitimately ask that legis-
lation of this nature be placed under the local
municipal councils, we ean legitimately ask
that the Factorics Act also shovld be placed
under those authorities; and if the Factories
Aect can be placed under the municipal au-
thorities, why should not the Mines Reguia-
tion Aet be placed under the road board au-
thorities in mining areas? It is all industrial
legislation. Those are a few of the objec-
tiens I have to the Bill. T agree with Mr.
Gray, who said the introduction of the Bill
and the way it was brought ahout would give
his party some pgood electioncering propa-
ganda, and that they would be a very foolish
party indeed if they did not make the best
possible use of it.

Hon. A. Lovekin:
ally, also.

Hon. A, J. H. Saw:
voting to reject it.

Hon, J. E. DODD: I do not know. Ome
cannot lose sight of the extraordinary
methods used in the attempt to put the Bill
on the statute-hook, We are going fo say to
the Assembly, elected by three times as many
electors as were we, ‘‘Yon fellows do not
know anything at all about the business for
which yon were elected. We, who were elec-
ted on a restricted franchise, are the dista-
tors, and are not going to pgive Parliament
the right at all, but are going to pass it
over to another body even more select than
are we.’’ T will vote against the Bill, al-
though I am prepared to leave it to the As-
sembly to be dealt with as they think fit.

It will help us materi-

That is why they are

Hon, A. J. H. SAW (Metrgpolitan-Subur-
ban} [5.28]: I infend to oppose the Bill
Mr. Dodd has referred to it as a farce. I
think he might very well have referred to it
as a pantomime, with Mr. Lovekin in the
character of Harlequin. I do not know what
is the object of the Bill; whether it is eamoun-
flage, or a smoke screen put up by Mr, Love-
kin; or whether, in view of the faet that ulti-
mately he will have to face his constitvents,

he is not providing a line of retreat
againgt the time when he shall be
attacked for the attitude he +took wup

in eonnection with the Government Bill
that this Bill is intended to replace.
There were two reasons given for rejeeting
the former Bill. The first was that it was
not necessary beeause up to the present there
had been no accidents. Tf it was not neces-
gary a few weeks ago to provide for the
safety of the workmen employed on buildings,
nothing has happened during the last few
weeks to make this new Bill necessary.

The Minister for Education: Yon have got
home there.

Hon. A. J. H, SBAW: Another reason given
for the rejection of the former Bill was that
it would increase the cost of building, becamse
the regulations would necessitate plans being
submitted and fees paid. The new Bill now
proposes that the City Couneil shall frame
the regnlations. Will they not eharge for the
work they do?

[COUNCIEL.)

Hon, A. Lovekin: No,

Hon. A, J. H. SAW: If they do not charge
the people concerned for inspections, the bur-
den will be cast upon the ratepayers. Some-
one must pay the cost.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: T am inelined to think
the Bil] is out of aorder.

Hon, A. J. H. S8AW: Someone will have
to pay for the inspections and the duties that
will have to be carried out. Whether the
cost is thrown upon the ratepayers or the
contractor or the owner of the building, is
quite_immaterial, TUndoubtedly there will be
an added cost thrown upen someone.

Hon, A, Lovekin: The cost will be included
in the other fees,

Hon. A. J. H, 8AW: I do not know how
Mr. Lovekin is going to make bricks without
straw. There cannot be competent super-
vision unless it is paid for. Tt is suggested
that a Government department cannot be
trusted to do this work, and that it should be
handed over to the City Council. I have no
wish to disparage the City Council, the mem-
bers of which do good work, but I wonld
sooner deal with a Government officer than I
would with an officer of the City Council.
The work could be done better by a Govern-
ment official, and T think he would be subject
to less interference. The Bill is merely
brought forward to bring this House into con-
tempt, and I oppose it.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North) [5.33): I
would not have spoken but for the remarks
of Dr. Baw.

Hon. A, J. H. Saw: I can always raise you.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The clown usually makes
the people laugh.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Dr. Saw asks why
the Bill is necessary. He knows well why the-
other Bill was thrown out. It was discussed
here for hours in his presence. What the
House objected to was the creation of another-
Government department, with its chief in-
spectors and other officials travelling all over
the State. It was shown that a way out
of the difficulty was to introduce a Bill of
this kind. Tt was stated in his presence that
such a Bill would be introduced. I cannot be-
lieve a gentleman with the brain eapacity of
the hon. member can have forgotien this. TUn-
der the Bill now before us, each municipality
will be able to deal with its own buildings.
If a buvilding is going wp in York, Albany,
Geraldton or Wyndham, it will not be neces-
sary to send a Government inspector all the
way there to inspect the building, and, as
the Minister said, to show the contractor how
to tie knots. The building surveyor in Perth
deals with everything in connection with
buildings in the city except the tying of the
knot. If the building surveyor in Perth can-
not superintend the tying of the knot as well’
as a Government officer, I shall be surprised.
Dr. Saw asks who will pay. I suppose the
builder will pay, and vltimately the owmer.

Hon. A. Lovekin: For a very good reason.

Hon. A. J. H, Baw: Would he pay under
the other Billf
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Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Who besides the
owner should pay for the supervision of the
building? Under the other Bill the general
taxpayer from Wyndham to Eucla would
have heen called upon to pay for the super-
vision of these buildings. This is an entirely
different Bill and is a feasible and logical
one. It creates no new department and no
new Government inspectors who know nothing
about the job.

Hon. H. Stewart: And saves travelling ex-
penses,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Possibly an inspector
would have been appeinted for some political
reason. A municipal officer, however, is nnt
appointed through any strings being pulled,
but because he knows his job. The two Bills
are as different as the South Pole is from the
North, I support the second reading.

Point of Order.

The Minister for Education: I doubt
whether the Bill is in order. The Council
cannot initiate any legisiation that will
place a burden upon the people. The Muni-
cipalities Act gives power to municipalities
to make regulations for certain things.

The Deputy President: Does the hon,
member ask for my ruling?

The Minister for Education: I am giving
my reasons for asking for your ruling,

The Deputy President: I thonght the Min-
ister intended to discuss the Bill generally.

The Minister for Eduecation: No. [f we
puss this Bill we will give power to muni-
cipalities to place a burden upon the people.
This House has no right to do that.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Read the amending Con-
stitution Aect.

The Deputy President: The amendment of
the Constitution Act, which particularly pro-
vides for the case the Minister mentions, is
contained in the volume uat the end of our
Standing Orders. The section I refer to is
as follows—

Bills appropriating revenue or moneys,
or impasing taxation, shall not originate
in the Legislative Council; but a Bill shall
not be taken to appropriate revenue or
moneys, or to impose taxation, by reasvn
only of its containing provisions for the
imposition or appropriation of fines or
other pecuniary penalties, or for the de-
mand of payment or appropriation of fees
for licenses, or fees for registration or
other services under the Bill.

I rule that the Bill is in order.

Debate resumed.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West) [5.39]: I regret it
has been thought necessary to bring down
this Bill. The responsibility in a matter of
this kind should rest with the Government,
The Bill that wasg defeated is to be replaced
by this one.

Hon. H. Stewart: Was that not a private
Billd

Hon. A. Lovekin: It was originally.
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The MINTISTER FOR EDUCATION: Nut
at all. It was never introduced in the Legis-.
lative Assembly as a private Bill.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: You got ahead of the
other ome.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Mr. MeCallum’s Bill
wag on the Notice Paper first.

Hon. J. Cornell: The Government acted
in the capacity of a midwife.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
case put up by Mr, Dodd in opposition to
the Bill is a clear one. He gave so much
valuable information to the House that it
iz hardly worth while dwelling on the matter
at present. Several members made it clear,
when the former Bill was dealt with, tbat
they did not think it necessary to protect
human life.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Whe said that?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Sev-
eral members indicated that by their vote.

Hon. A. Lovekin: No,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
withdraw the remark, for I find I have made
a mistake, They took certain action which
defeated the Bill. Tt is now desired to place
the respensibility on the municipality, which.
should not be called upon to bear it. If
they had wanted it, they would have asked
for it at the recent conference. I am not
prepared to divide the House, Let the Bill
be dealt with in another place. If a division
is called for I shall vote against the Bill,
which I think is out of order, Members
were given an opportunity to pass a Bill
thut would have been more advantageous in
the people than this one. If the Bill is
passed, [ hope it will do some good, but I
fail to see the necessity for it when so much
was said in the direetion of its being un-
necessary as there had been no accidents
to protect those who were using scaffolding.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: It was not said that
it would not be necessary to protect them.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Members did say so. Every member whe
opposed the first Bill said there was no
necessity for it. Mr., Holmes said so.

Homn, J. J. Holmes: My objection was to
the new department.

Hon. H. Stewart: On a point of order. I
wani the Minister to withdraw the satate-
ment that every member who opposed the
Bill did so on the ground that it was not
necessary, as there had been no fatal or
serious accidents, I took part in the divisioa
on the point that the Chairman should leave
the Chair, but did not make use of the ex-
pression mentioned by the Minister,

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: To what ex-
pression does the hon. member take excep-
tion?

Hon. H. Stewart: The Minister said every
member who opposed it voiced the senti-
ment that the Bill was not necessary because
there had been no accidents. I did not
make use of that expression.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon. member is strainieg at a gnat and
swallowing a camel.
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Hon. H. Stewart: The Minister made a
very sweeping statement.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
could not be expected to see into the mind
of every member who voted against the Bill
but without speaking to it.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: You have interpreted
our attitude.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
would not dream of doing so. When a
member votes againat a Bill without speak-
ing to it, he does that for reasons that he
himself understands best, and I would not
for a moment infer that it was pogsible for
anyone in his right senses to say that Mr.
Stewart, for instance, who voted against the
Bill without speaking, said so and so, wheu
we know that he did not address the House.
I have no intention whatever of inferring
that he said anything. But there are mem-
bers who speke against this Bill, and they
said distinctly that there was no necessity
for it, especially because there had been no
accidents. If there was no necessity for
the Bill on that score three weeks ago, there
can be no necessity for a similar Bill to-day.
Those members who intend to vote for this
measure and who were opposed to the
previocus one will show by their action how
inconsistent they are. But I need not take
up the time of the House any further,

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION : I
am sorry if Mr, Baxter does not like what
I am gaying.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Don’t look at me; I
did not say ‘‘Hear, hear.'’

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION : As
the Government representative in this
House, I am asking for certain things to be
done, because the Government congsider that
they are necessary. We introduced the
previcus Bill because it was thought that
risks were being run without some such legis-
lation on the statute-book. That danger
was admitted by some memhers to exist
three weeks ago. To-day some of those
members declare that it does not exist. I
wonder what has happened in the meantime,

Hon. J. CORNELL (Southy [548]: The
issue is simple. The Seaffolding Bill intro-
duced by the Government a few weeks ago
has been defeated. It met a fate common to
many Bills, a fate that many Bills in the
futore will also meet. The position now is
that the Bill before us purports to give muni-
cipalities power to make regulations to Jeal
with scaffolding. This House by a majority
congidered that there was no need for the
previous Bill that was introduced, and evi-
dently the member who introduced the mea-
sure we are now dealing with considers that
there i3 a necessity for some action. He con-
siders that a munijcipality should have the
power he proposes to give them, The Bill
does not say that a municipality ‘‘shall’’ de
such and such a thing; it says that a muni-
cipality ‘‘may’’ do 50. The House decided
that the Governmeant should not control the
matter; is it now going to declare that a
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municipality should not have the power it is
proposed te give them if it is thought neces--
sary to do so§ That is the simple issue. It
has heen said that the municipal authorities
are not the right peeple to be entrusted with
this kind of business. If my memory serves
me rightly, the municipalities to-day are en-
trusted with a duty of far greater import-
ance: I refer to the administration of the
Health Act. That being so, I am prepared to
support the Bill.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOK (Metropolitan)
{6.51]: T sapported this Bill when it was
introduced, and voted againsi the previous
Bill. I do not wish to magnify in any way
the explanation advanced by the Minister,
but I did not c¢laim there was no necessity
for any measure such as the preceding Bill
which was defeated, or even the Bill now
before us.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Has the hon.
member already spoken on this Bill?

Hon. A. Lovekin: The hon, member form-
ally seconded the Bill.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I believe I did say
a few words on a previous occasion.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: If the hon.
member merely formally seconded the second
reading he may proceed.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON:
remarks,

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: In that case
the hon, member cannot make a second speech,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: May 1 make a
perscnal explanation?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, if the
hon. member confines himself to the personal
explanation and does not Qiscuss the Bill

Hon., J. NICHOLSON: I do not wish to
magnify the explanation made by the Min-
ister, but he is wrong in attributing to me—

The Minister for Edueation: I did not
attribute anything to you.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I am glad to know
that. It is unfair that remarks of that nature
should be made, beecause they reflect upon hon.
members and on their desire to see that wise
Jegislation is passed. We are herc as a House
of review, and when such remarks are made
and motives are imputed to hon, members, &
wrong idea is given.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The hon.
member i3 not making a personal explanation,
he is replying to the Minister.

Hon, J. NICHOLSOX: At any rate I am
glad, Mr. Deputy President, that you have
given me the opportunity to make these few
remarks. I hope in the futnre the Minister
will recognise that we are all actnated by the
one desire, and that is, to do the right thing.

I also made a few

Hon. C. . BAXTER (East) [6.533: I in-
tend to support the Bill, Some hon. members
deelared that there was no necessity for it,
but after the reply of the Leader of the House
those hen. members must be convinced that
there is a necessity for it. There i3 no need
to debate that point any longer. The differ-
ence between the Bill before the Chamber and
the Bill bronght in by the Government is eon-
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siderable, inasmuch as the previous Bill meant
the establishment of another Government de-
partment, whareas the Bill now before us will
be administered by the municipalities. When
ouce a Government department is created it
soon grows, because the tendency is that the
larger the staff a Government officer can get
around him the greater becomes hig galary.

Hon. J. Nicholson: In Melbourne the muni-
¢ipal authorities de this work.

Hon. C. P. BAXTER: It is essentially a
matter for a municipality to attend to. Their
officers are obliged to pass plans and to visit
buildings in ecurse of construetion. Then
why not put in their hands the extra duty of
inspecting scaffolding? The work can be
carried out to far better advantage and at
less eost by a municipality. I trust members
will see the advisability of placing the Bill
on the statute-book. At the same time I am
glad the Bill introduced by the Government
suffered defeat.

Hon. H. STEWART (South-East) [5.57]:
1 accept the assurance given by the Minister
that he di¢ not desire to attribute to any
member something that did not take place.
I understood the Minister to say that every
member who opposed the Scaffolding Bill ex-
pressed the opinion that the Bill was not
necessary hecause thera had heen no fatal
or serious accidents arising out of the erec-
tion of faulty scaffolding. The Minikter
inadvertently made that statement, which to
my mind, was too sweeping, and I felt it was
necessary to enter a protest, because at that
gtage I had not intendcd to speak on the
Bill. T did not speak on the Beaffolding Bill
introduced by the Government, but I
participated in the division, and yet
in the statement made by the Minister
T was included as one of those who had ex.
pressed the opinions set out by him. However,
that is all past and I have accepted his ex-
planation. Other hon. members are in pre-
cisely the same position as that occupied by
myself. With regard to Mr. Dodd’s statement
that this Houge has protested on a number of
occasions against government by regulation,
I think that hon. member has made a mis-
take. Since I have been a member of this
Chamber, during the past six years, members
have objected to taxation by regulation. “From
a perusal of the Acts passed in recent years
by New South Wales and Victoria, and to a
certain extent by the Commonwealth, I am
amazed at their brevity in many instances,
as compared with the length of similar Bills
in Western Australia, for they leave a great
deal to administration by regulation. 1 do
not know that I bave ever protested against
the framing of regulations, because we have
our remedy. If there should be some necessity
to protest against regulations dealing swith
scaffolding coming within the scope of the
Municipal Corporations Act, it must be re-
membered that hon, members have their own
remedy. Reg'ulat.ions must be tabled and if
ho exception is taken to them prior to the
expiration of a fortmight, they become law,
Mr. Dodd bas inadvertently misjudged the
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temper of the House. We have frequently,
during recent sessions, profested against the
impogsition of fees. This has been referred to
as ‘‘taxation by regulation.’’ The Municipal
Corporations Act Amendment Bill is the nat-
ural corollary to the aection taken when the
Seaffolding Bill was defeated. I have pro-
tested in the past against new and unnecessary
legislation being applied to the whole State,
with consequent increases in administrative
charges and the unwarranted building up of
public departments. [ have protested against
that tendency, because it is against the econ-
omical administration of Government depart-
ments and the economical expenditure of
publie funds, The Bill is a move in
the right direction, in that it will permit
local governing bodies, wherever possible, to
deal with local matters. This will avoid any
unnecessary costs to those affeeted, Since the
Fnctories and Shops Act wag passed, we have
seen inspeetors travelling for enormouns dis-
tanveg throughout the State, Owiilg to the
comprehensive nature of the definition of a
factory, there must be a considerable amdunt
of unwarranted expenditure in supervision in-
volved in the operation of sueh industrial
measures, I do not say that that supervision
is mot necessary, but T have always advocated
the most efficient and most economical meth-
ods in connection with the supervision of in-
dustry. It is quite evident that my aftitude
regarding the Bill is on all fours with my
past actions. I have always pointed out, as
I did in comnection with the Factories and
Bhops Act, for instance, that we require to
be careful in a young State like Western Aus-
tralia not to build up unnecessary depart-
ments and so involve people engaged in in-
dustries in unwarrantcd expense. As DMr.
Holmces put it, we do not want a Scaffolding

Bill that will constitute a haystack
or a windmill as an erection, and ap-
ply such a measure from Wyndham

to Eucla and from Fremantle to the South
Australian border. We have had instances of
what a farce this sort of thing can lead to.
Under the Mining Act a clay-pit is a mine;
yet under the Factories and Shops Act a
clay-hole, where bricks are made, perhaps 500
miles away towards the North-West, for in-
stance, is a factory and has to be registered
as such,

Hen, T. Moore: What has this to do with
the Bill?

Hon. H. STEWART: I am illustrating
what has taken place in connection with legis-
lation of this deseription. TIn such instances
we have dealt with legislation, perhaps neces-
sary in connection with cities, and made it
apply to villages and small centres throughout
our vast area, That was the case with the
Scaffolding Bill. The Municipal Corporations
Act Amendment Bill is a suitable substitute
for the Scaffolding Bill and for that reason
I support the second reading.

Hon. J. M. MACFPARLANE (Metropeli-
tan) [6.6]: T regret the references made
this afternoon to the effect that the Bjll is
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something like a pantomimic eflort on the
part of the mover.

Hon. T. Moore:
finished.

Hon. J. M, MACFARLANE: If my mem-
ory serves me aright, it was as a result of a
challenge to Mr. Lovekin, that he should not
pull down without constructing, that the Bill
was brought forward. It is aimed at deal-
ing with the position on a basis that will
not be so expensive as would have been the
case under the Secaffolding Bill, with the in-
evitable provision of a new department. o

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: The hon. member
said the Bill was not necessary becavse there
had been no accidents and quoted insurances
in support of his eontention.

Hon, J. M, MACFARLANE: T will leave
Mr. Lovekin to deal with that interjection
himself, If I am right, the Bill is simply
the result of a challenge from members them-
selves. They should respect it as such and
net offer eriticism against the mover person-
ally, which amounted to anmething like in-
sults. I think Dr. Saw is sofficient of a
gentleman to make the amende honorable. 1
am in favour of the Bill as it stands. T be-
lieve the municival antherities can cope with
the work, Their officers are required to
supervise the construction of bnildings in the
metropolitan area. Membhers Ttealise that
large and impartant buildings are being
erected in the metropolis and the municipal
officers are required to approve of the plans
and superintend the erection of those build-
ings. What difficalty would there le in the
inspection of scaffolding by such officers? 1
happen to know that a third officer was ap-
pointed by the municipal authorities recently
and that he had to be thoroughly experienced
in connection with building operations.

Hon. J. Cornell: You trust the muniei-
palities to catch the men who water the milk!

Yon. J. M. MACFARLANE: The face-
tious hon. member may sometimes put a dif-
fident man like myself off his arguments, It
may be claimed that the munieipality of
Perth ean carry out this supervision effee-
tively and has done se in connection with
building operations in the ecity.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: Mr. Lovekin’s paper,
the ‘'Daily News,’’ has complained bitterly
about them.

Hon. J. M, MACFARLANE: T am simply
giving my opinion. It was thecause the
Scaffolding Bill provided for another de-
partment and imposed taxation that I op-
posed it. War taxation is still with us and it
is still heavy. I will oppose any movement
that will tend tc impose more taxation, parti-
cularly if the work can be done efficiently by
some authority already established. I sup-
port the second reading of the Bill. T, as
forecasted, another place will deal with it as
suggested, they may do so.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS (North-East) [6.10]:
When the Secaffolding Bill was before the
House I supported it, but it was defeated.
The Bill before us is the substitute provided

It will be before it is
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by Mr. Lovekin, The Scaffolding Bill would
have heen applied to the whole State. The
Bill before us refers only to municipalities
and makes no provigion regarding buildings
in road board areas where many important
structures are being erected to-day. In view
of this it will be necessary either to intro-
duce another Bill dealing with road hoard
areas or to move an amendment to include
them,

Hon. H. Stewart:
Bill.

Hon, E, H. HARRIS: Apparently this
point has been overlooked by Mr. Lovekin.
There is another feature to be considered, and
that is that local governing authorities have
in most cases suitable officers who can carry
out this work without the necessity for the
creation of another department. I consider
the people will benefit and they will not be
required to pay such high fees.

It will mean another

Hon. G. POTTER (West) [6.12]: I had
no intention of speaking on the Bill because
I thought it would have a pleasant passage
through this House. Simply because I voted
for the Bcaffolding Bill and it was defeated
furnighes no reason why I should crawl into
a corner and refuse to support a Bill which
will give the same result in another way. I
see no reason why the matter should not be
dealt with in the way sugpested.

Hon, B. J. Lynn: You think it is a circus,
not a pantomime.

Hon. G. POTTER: If members were com-
petent te deal with the matter under the Secaf-
folding Bill, surcly they ean deal with the
present Bill, which will aceomplish the same
result. With all due respeet to Mr, Dodd
and his wide experience, I differ from him on
that point, If the House is destitute of anmy
knowledge of industrial affairs, why should
we not send the Bill forward to another place
where, 80 Mr. Dodd says, there are industrial
experts, and from whom we can get the bene-
fit of their views., Then, as to the competency
of municipal officers to carry out the duties
suggested, it must be recognised that the
building surveyors employed by the local gov-
erning authorities are well trained men em-
inently suitable te carry out the inspection
of seaffolds. Yesterday I had a rather em-
barrassing experience regarding the misuse of
phrases, I do not care what Mr. Lovekm
said in opposing another measure. My im-
pression was that the opposition to the Seaf-
folding Bill was not on industrial grounds,
but from the standpoint of finanecial admin-
istration. Tt was never intended to be sug-
gested that it was because any hon. member
wag 30 callons or indifferent to the protection
of human life that the opposition to the scaf-
folding legislation was due.

Hon. T. Moore: Some of them are indiffer-
ent to it.

Hon. G. POTTER : Like Mr. Harris, I would
like to see the provisions of the Bill extended
to cover rozd board areas. If that be aceom-
plished, Mr. Lovekin will have successfuilly
disposed of the criticism against his action,
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vnd for that reason I will support the second
reading of the Bill,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (South-West)
{7.%0]: As one who had something to o with
the removal of the Scaffolding Bill from the
Orders of the Day, I have taken a keen in-
terest in the debate on this little measure,
and cannot understand why so mueh venem
has beeen introduced.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Where was it intro-
duced?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: It has been
discharged on our heads mot only by Dr. SBaw
but by the Ieader of tha House.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: On a point of order,
is the hon. member in order in referring 1o
me a3 having made venomons atatements?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I think the
temark is a personal reflection on the hon.
‘member. At any rate, he regards it as such
and I ask the hon, member to withdraw it.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: I shall exclude
the hon. member.

The Minister for Education: I hope he wilt
exclude me, too.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I think Mr.
Willmott might make s general withdrawal.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMQTT: Under your
direetion I withdraw, but surely members will
recollect that just prior to tea we sat under
far greater reflections from the Leader of
the House. '

The Minister for Education: Tn what way?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: The Minister
practically aceused us of being murderers.

The Minister for Education: Nothing of the
€ort.

Hon, F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: ‘‘Hansard’’
will prove every word I say.

The Minister for Education: The hon. mem-
her has no right to make those statements,
and I ask him to give an ungualified with-
drawal. My statements will stand the light
of day. The hon. member should not be per-
mitted to make such statements without being
compelled to withdraw unqualifiedly,

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Minister
has already withdrawn the remark to whiceh
Mr, Willmott takes exception, and I ask Mr.
Willmott to withdraw the remark he just
made.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Minister has not
withdrawn, He withdrew in respect of only
one or two members, There are others en-
titled to a withdrawal., The Mijanister did not
make a general withdrawal.

The Minister for Edueation: I take the
opportunity to make an wunqualified with-
drawal, with the exception of saying that the
statement was made by some member of this
House. I am sorry if I attributed it to an-
other member wrongly.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Minister
might be more explicit and say what the
statement was,

The Minister for Education: The statement
was that there was no necessity for the Scaf-
folding Bill because no lives had been lost.
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I, with Dr. Saw, contended that if that were
50 three weeks ago it might not be so to-day.
I withdraw any reflection I cast upon any
bhon. member,

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: Nothing gives
me greater pleasure that to hear that with-
drawal, and therefore I have no wish to con-
tinue that line of argument. Why this little
measure should have evoked so much heat,
I do mot know. If the other Bill was good,
why is not this Bill equally good? I under-
stand the whole argument in favour of the
Seaffolding Bill was that workmen on scaf-
folds should be protected. Now Mr. Lovekin
has evidently considered there was something
in those arguments and has brought down this
measure, If there is anything in the argu-
mecots of hon. members, he was perfectly right
in thus attempting to safeguard the lives of
those workers. In my opinien it is an un-
necessary safeguard, beeause the statistics of
the insurance companies show that up to the
present no one has suffered. I can only con-
clude that a great deal of heat has heen en-
gendered by the srspension of the Standing
Orders. Last session I voiced o similar
opinion when Mr, Colebateh was here. I said
I could not understand why it had a some-
what irritating effect on members, but fhat
cffect is certainly apparent to-day. There is
an irritability seldom experienced in this
Chamber. The placid air that generally pre-
vails is not with us.

The Minister for Eduecation: I hope it will
return.

Hon. F. E, 8, WILLMOTT: 8o do I. [
hope the Leader of the House will not become
irritable through sitting such long hours
listening to the debates, To sit here for so
many hours is very strenuous indeed, and if
the Leader of the House does not look after
his own health I, as a colleague from the
South-West Province, might well feel it my
duty to do so for him.

The Minister for Education: Very kind of
you.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: I wish to see
him in his present position for a long time,
but if he is going to keep us here night and
day bludgeoning the business of the House
through—this great list before us and meore
to follow—-gome of us may survive, but he
will not. We do not want any more by-
elections.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I remiad the
hon. member we are discussing the second
reading of the Bill

Hon. T. Moore: He has nothing to say on
the Bill.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT : The hon.
member just before tea objected because
someone dared to support the Bill. I shall
not twit him with the interjection he made,
because he has probably forgotten it, but I
am going to support the Bill. The argu-
ments put up in its favour are se sound that
T eannot do otherwise than support it. The
drawback to the Scaffolding Bill was the in-
justice and anneyance it would have caused,
and the building up of another department,
This Bill leaves it to the proper bodies to



1688

deal with scaffolding. The Municipal Cor-
porations Act confers great powers on the
eorporations to deal with many things. Why
hand this power over to the Machinery De-
partment, especiaily when some of us have
suffered under it in the past and do mot
wish to be screwed under its thumb in
future? I have confidence in the loeal gov-
erning bodies. I have always voiced the
opinion that we should give them greater
powers, and that many of the functions
exereised by the Government would be very
mich better discharged by them,

Hon. A. BURVILL (Sounth-East) [7.40]:
T support the Bill because it will be the
means of protecting the lives of workmen,
I would not have spoken hut for certain
remarks that have been passed. [ opposed
the Scaffolding Bill, not because it would
have afforded protection to workmen, but
because it would have been the most expen-
sive method possible to do that. It would
have meant creating another department
with a centre in Perth, and the fact that its
activities wonld have extended over nearly
a million square miles did not appeal to me.
The Minister said that similar legislation in
other States was administered by two or
three inspectors. How he could possibly be-
lieve that such a small number of ingpectors
would suffice, I cannot imagine. This altera-
tion to the Municipal Corporations Act will
do all that is required. Under the Act it is
the function of municipalities to protect
pedestrians from falling bricks and stones
when pagsing under scaffolding. Why the
Act cannot be altered to provide this addi-
tional power I cannot understand. Tt will
be a better and cheaper method for the
workmen, for the contractors, for honse-
holders, and for the councils. If we created
a Government department we should be
building up another staff of clerks, a great
deal of whose time would be occupied tdn
travelling to different parts of the State.
The Bill should be amended to include road
boards as well as municipalities, With this
amendment and proper safeguards provided,
the measure will be a great jmprovement on
a Scaffolding Act,

Hon, W, CARROLL (East) [7.42]: I sup-
port this Bill for the reason that I supported
the Scafiolding Biil. I opposed the motion
to kill the Scaffolding Bill. I thought legis-
lation was necessary to protect the lives of
the men engaged in the building trade. I
supported the Scafiolding Bill because
nothing better was offering. Now that tbis
Bill has been brought forward, I cannot do
otherwise than support it because it seeks
to secure the end aimed at by the former
measure, I admit that this Bill will un-
doubtedly attain that end in & very much
better and cheaper manner than ever the
Seaffolding Bill conld have donme. The
Municipal Corporations Act gives munici-
palities power to make regulations dealing
with practically everything conmected with
buildings, except the scaffolding necessary

[COUNCIL.)

for the erection of buildings. Evidently
that was omitted through an eversight when
the Act was framed, If this Bill be passed
the omission will be repaired. The Govern-
ment, with very great benefit to the people
of the metropolitan area and the State
generally, could hand over a great many
other duties to the municipalities. If the
metropolitan water supply and sewerage and
the tramways were handed over to the muni-
cipal authorities, or to a board appointed
by the municipalities concerned, it would
be a great benefit to the State.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Wounld you do the
same in the c¢ountry districts—hand them
over to the road boards?

IHon. W. CARROLL: TUnquestionably.

Hon., F, E. 8. Willmott: Then we would
not have a sinking fund for 50 years and
the Government getting it at the end of the
time,

Hon. W. CARROLL: When we have
tramways in the eountry distriets, it will be
time enough to consider what we shall do
about the control. TUntil them we are
not conecrned with what might possibly take
place in the future. At present we are con-
ecrned with a situation that has actually
arisen, What [ took to be a threat was ut-
tered, ‘*Pass your jolly old Bill, and we
will get another place to defeat it.’’

Hon. T. Moore: That is what will happen,
all right.

Hon. W. CARROLL: What will happen
in another place floes not edneern or interest
me in the slightest degree. This House is
perfectly within its rights in dealing with the
present Bill. Any possible effect whiech any-
thing we may do might have wpon another
place ought not to influence us if we believe
that what we are doing is right. It seoms
to me that opponents of the Bill are not seri-
ously concerned for safety of life and limb
in eonnection with scaffolding.  Otherwise
they would see that this measure affords a
great deal of protection, In effcet, op
ponents of this measure say, ‘‘If we cannot
get what we want, we will not have any-
thing at all.’”’ I believe that ancther place
will not be so utterly lost to all senge of
what is proper and just as to defeat the Bill,

Hon. E. ROSE (South-West) [7.47]: I
support the Bill. T was one who assisted to
kill

Hon. T. Moore: That is the word, “‘kill.”’?
That is proper and right.

Hon. E. ROSE: I was one who assisted to
turn the Scaffolding Bill down, not because
T did not consider it necegsary, but because
I thought that its provisions should form
part of the Municipal Corporations Act, as
proposed by the present measure. In oppos-
ing the Scaffolding Bill I said that I thought
it would involve great expense in the creation
of another department. I said that the coun-
try districts did not requirve that Bill, which
would involve primary producers in unneces-
sary expense in the erection of even silos and
sheds. The ingpectors’ fees would bave
added materially to the cost of building in
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country districts. I shall vote for the pre-
sent Bill because I do not believe that it
will add much to the cost of building, and
becanse I consider the municipalities the pro-
per authorities to eontrol such a matter. The
municipalities have control of building opera-
tions in other respects, and why should oot
they have power to contrel sealolding? I feel
certain that the majority of members here,
if not elsewhere, will support the measure. 1
trust another place will recognise the advisa-
bility of giving municipalities, and possibly
also road boards, the power and responsibility
to inspeet and supervise seaffolding.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [7.50]: 1
would not like the Bill to go to a division
without expressing my views on it, because
of certain references made to-day. A good
many members seem to be smarting under
the introduction of the Bill. I am glad some
remarks have been withdrawn. T opposed the
Scaffolding Bill simply becaunse I considered
it unnccessary to appropriate funds for the
appointment of inspectors to travel through-
out the length and breadth of the land when
the same end could be attained much more
cheaply. This measure will attain the object
aimed at by the rejected Bill, and without
the creation of a new department and the
appointment of special inspectors. Inspee-
tors under existing Acts have become a nuis-
ance. 1 also support the Bill because of the
arguments used by those who favoured the
Scaffolding Rill, arguments appealing to us to
care for life and limbk of perscns engaged in
building operatious. Protection has been
given to the community with respect to hoard-
ings, and possibly there may be some lack of
control in municipalitics as regards scaffold-
ing. I am quite willing that the operation
of the Bill should be extended to apply to
certain road board distriets. T feel that we
can safely leave the duties under this measure

* to the loeal authorities.

Hon. T. MOORE (Central} [7.52]: I op-
pose this Bill, because I think the time spent
on it by hon. members will he wasted. 1
believe the Government have a little self-
respect, despite their wobbling when the serew
is put on them. Having zent along a Govern-
ment Bill of the same purport this session
and had it killed, as jost mentioned, the Gov-
ernment can mnever accept another measure
of a like character.

Hon. A. Burvill: This is a better Bill.

Hon. T. MOORE: This Bill means that in-
atead of the Government having the right to
say how the country shall be run, eertain mem-
bees here, having by unfair tacties de-
feated——

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The hon.
member must withdraw that remark.

Hon, T. MOORE: Under your direction, Sir,
T will do so. What I said was my opinion.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The remark
must be withdrawn unreservedly.

Hon. T. MOORE: I unreservedly with-
draw it. I Dbelieve that some mem-
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bers, who are smiling here now, know
that this Bill i8 a mere camouflage,
Opponents of the Secaffolding Bill know

they will have to go before their electors,
and I am pleased to think that then the ques-
tion of that Bill can be resurrected. What
they did with regard to the Scaffolding Bilt
will be trotted out to them night after nigbt,
and I trust the ghost of the Bill will haunt
them at election time,

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I suggest
to the hon. member that he should eonfine him-
self to the merits or demerits of this Bill.

Hon. T. MOORE: I oppose this Bill beeause
it represents a waste of the time of the House.
Believing the Government to have some self-
respect, I ask members to view this measure
as a pure waste of time. Let us try and get
the viewpoint of the Government., If members
believe that the Government are prepared to
swallow this measure after the defeat of their
own Bill, that the Government are prepared
to accept such a vote of want of confidence—

Hon, A. J. H. Saw: Ministers would want
the capacity of an ostrich.

Hon. T. MOORE: Even a greater capaeity.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN {Mefropolitan—in re-
ply) [7.56]: After the remarks of Mr. Moore,
one can umderstand how it is that the Gov-
ernment still survive, Evidently there is some
sort of coalition. Mr. Moore apparently is
not so mueh concerned for the worker who
uses seaffolding, as he is to save the face of
the Government,

Hon. T. Moore: Nothing of the kind. I
say the Government have some self-respect.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: This Bill was no
after-thought., Hon. members will reeollect
that I put it up immediately after the other
Bill came to this Housc, and said I was going
to move it. I did so quite properly, because
it is laid down in all the proeedure that two
Billz dealing with the same subjeet can be
hefore the House at the same time, and that
the House can lay aside one and procced with
the other, as it thinks fit, or throw out both
measures. By puiting up this Bill, I gave the
House a choiee between two measures. I gave
hon, members, from my point of view, what
Dr. Saw has been pleased to call ‘‘a better
‘ole. !

Hon. A. J. H, Saw: I withdraw that.
not ‘‘a better ‘ole.’?

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: It is perfectly clear
from the debate we have just had that this
i3 a better Bill in the interests of the coun-
try.

Hon. T. Moore: That is not the opinion of
the Government.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The other Bill pro-
vided for the creation of a new department,
with an army of inspectors to travel, as Mr.
Burvill said, over a million square miles.
They were to go and inspect a shed, a hay-
stack, 2 windmill, or a silo erected anywhere
in the country. Before the farmer could pro-
ceed wtih sueh a work, he was to give notice
to the inspector and pay fees. That sort of
thing is imposssible in this country. The

It is
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Seaffolding Bill provided only for the worker
on seaffolding. The public were not consid-
ered in it at all, but were totally ignored.
L put up the present Bill because in 1884 the
Legislature, rightly or wrongly, decided that
there should be a Building Aect, so that build-
ings put up should be of certain strength.
Later on, in 1806, the Legislature again,
rightly or wrongly, decided that the local au-
thority was the proper authority to deal with
the huildings, and consequently they merged
the Building Act of 1884 into the Munieipal
Corporations Act of 1906 en bloc, and under
that Act the municipalities, or some of them,
framed regulations to govern the buildings.
The only thing not provided for is the seaffold-
ing. Under one section of the Act the obligation
is cast on the municipality, where the building
sbuts on a street or footpath, to see that a
covered way is provided under which passen-
gers can walk without being injured by bricks
or debris fzlling vpon them. The only point
was the omission to provide for the super-
vigion of the scaffolding. Mr, Dodd, whose
remarks 1 always treat with the greatest re-
spect, referred to two points.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: He said the Bill was a

farce.
“Hon. A, LOVEKIN: Tt is easy to call things
by any name at all. Mr. Dodd said the House
was endeavovring to take out of the hands
of the Government industrial legislation.

Hon, T. Moore: Is not that so?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: No, it is not, becanse
the House has already taken this matter out
of the hands of the Government departments,
and placed it under the control of the muni-
cipalities. All that the Bill does is to supply
what the Government, with the assent of Mr.
Dodd and others, omitted to put into that Act.
Mr. Dodd was a member of the Ministry for
many years, yet he did not think of amending
the Municipal Corporations Act or bringing in
a Scaffolding Bill. So it was not of very great
importance, even to a Labour Ministry, Then
Mr. Dodd quotes what happened at the muni-
cipal conference, and says they did not ask
for a Seaffolding Bill. 1t is true they did not.
Let us bear in mind that the Legislature has
not been asked for anything of the sort up
to the present moment.

Hon, T. Moore: Did you eonsult Mr. Bold
about it?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: No, I consulted no
one at all, neither the mayor nor the town
clerk.

Hon. A. J. H. Baw: Who is the¢ mayor?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I cannot tell you at
pregent. I consulted no one, but put up the
Bill of my own volition.

Hon, T, Moore: Mr, Bold made a few
suggestions to you.

Hon,' A. LOVEKIN: No, he made none.
I did not discuss the Bill with him, Tha
municipal conference evidently forgot all
about o Scaffolding Bill. It support the
belief that there was no immediate neces-
sity for the Bill, and because there had not
been any aceidents due to faulty scaffolding.

[COUNCIL.}

Hon, J. J. Holmes: The general elections
may have constituted a necessity.

Hon. A. LOVEEKIN: Possibly, but I do not
want to take up that line of argument.
When the Bill was put up I did not discuss
it with any of the councillors. But I noted
the other day that the municipality of Perth,
in their report, which was adopted by the
council, commended this very Bill and ob-
jected to the Government’s attempt to take
thia matter out of their hands by meang of
the Secaffolding Bill, since it was a duty
¢ast npon the local anthority, Tbe explana-
tion given was that it was surprising no one
had ever thought of it. That is not sur-
prising to me because, as T say, there had
been no acecident due to faulty scaffolding.
Had there been such accident, attention
would have been drawn to the necessity for
the Bill years ago, and we should have had
legislation. Now that attention has been
drawn to the matter, I am producing the
Bill and asking that the municipalities ghall
be obliged to look after the scaffolding as
well ag the buildings and hoardings, But
Dr. Saw wants to swallow the camel and
gtrain at the gnat. We do not require a new
department when we have a huge deficit;
we do not want to employ inspectors to
travel over a million miles of territory in-
specting every bit of scaffolding around a
haystack or a silo. Reference has been
made to a pantemime. To produce legisla.
tion of that sort certainly does savour of
the pantomimie.

Hon, T. Moore: This Bill does, certainly.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Are you the clown?

Hon. A. LOVEEKIN: I cannot follow the
logic of hon, members. A little while ago
a Scaffolding Bill was necessary to the
preservation of life and limb. That first
Bill has gone, and now nothing at all is
wanted.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: This is the tombstons
you are ereeting to its memory.

Hon. A. LOVEEKIN: It is scarcely a tomb-
stone; but to put it against myself as
strongly as possible, it is this: That because
certain members eannot have the whole loaf
in the protection of life and limb of the
workers, they are prepared to refuse to take
the portion of the loaf offered to them. That
is the reasoning operating in the minds of
some hon. members. I do not wish to pursue
this, becanse Y feel the House is with me in
this matter, and I am sure that if another
place be not actuated by prejudice they will
accept this Bill in the spirit in which this
House sends it to them. I have only ome
other point to touch upon, and that is in
reference to what Dr. SBaw said. The hon,
member is always paying me compliments
that T am not sure I deserve. He referred
to this as a pantomimic Bill and designated
me as the harlequin, I take tbat as a com-
pliment. Because there are in a pantomime
more people than the harlequin; for instance
there are the elown and the policeman, When
last T saw a pantomine, the harlequin was the
chap always doing something., If a maimed
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man ecame across the stage the harlequin
gave him a tap with the wand, and the fellow
would be up again and walking about., He
would create and do all manner of things, and,
what is more, at the finish of the perform-
ance, the harlequin got the better deal, because
he went off to the altar with the columbine.
We have not a columbine here yet, but they
have ome in another place. We may have
one here before long, when the harlequin,
to carry out the suggestion of the hon, mem-
ber, may have the luck to go off with her.
Then, when we come to the clown, he is
always doing something wrong, He is tak-
ing somebody else’s ideas, filching them,
stealing other people’s sausages, picking up
red hot pokers and burning his own fingers
with them. And the end with the clown
is not as glorivos as the end of the harle-
quin who goes off with the columbine.
The clown goes off with the policeman—goes
to oblivion. I can assure the hon. Dr. Saw
that if he plays his part and does get hauled
off in the way the clown is hauled off, T
will do the best I can to secure his release.
Hon. A, J, H. S8aw: Thank heavens I will
not appear before the Children’s Court.
Hon. A. LOVEKIN: That would be a very
good court for the hon. member to go to, be-
eause it has power to release on probation. I
have nothing more to say about the Bill
I thank hon. members for the way they have
received it. I am convineed it is the better
way of dealing with the scaffolding questlon

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee, ete.

Bill passed through Committes without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—NATIVE MISSION .STATIONS,
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West) [8.14] in moving
the second reading said: The Bill provides
for the making of fee simple grants of 1,000
acreg each to the Perth Diocesan Trustees,
Forrest River, and {o the Benedictine com-
munity, Drysdale River, such grants to in-
clude main buildings and improvements.
The grants of course will reduce the area of
the holdings by 1,000 acres. It is not
possible at present to give the clear lines of
demarcation, as the lines have not yet been
surveyed,

Hon. G. W. Miles: Ts this all the missiona
have asked for?

The MINISTER FOE EDUCATION: I
cannot say, but it is all the Government are
giving them. I think they are well satisfied
to get 1,000 acres, including all their
improvements and buildings. The Forrest
River Mission is a Class A reserve of 100,000
acres, leased to the diocesan trustees as an
aboriginal mission station for 21 years at
wn peppercorn rental. The mission has been
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doing very good work, and it is gratifying
to know that the Government and the people
are prepared to give them something by way
of fee simple for the work they have done.
The passing of this Bil) will excise 1,000
acres from the reserve of 100,000 acres 1
have described as being Class A reserve. The
Forrest River Mission depends mainly upor
voluntary contributions =and subscriptions,
which average from £1,900 to £2,000 a year.
This is very satisfactory, and holps to keep
the mission going. The expenditure consists
principally of travelling expenses, outfits,
freights, salaries and supplies. There are
136-natives on the roll, and a staff of five te
lock after them. The mission runs 389 cows,
and 410 goats, the latter being most prolifie,
and no doubt very useful to the people at
the mission, There are .16 bnildings. The
mission has done a considerable amcunt of
cultivation in the way of growing suech pro-
duce as cabbages, turnips, beans, beetroot,
tomatoes, potatoes, melons, etc. This bears
out the contention of Mr, Miles and other
members representing the north that a good
deal can be done there in the way of thia
kind of development. The missior has opened
up in a small way in this matter, but ita
work proves that certain things can be grown
there and is beneficial to the State.

Hon, G, W. Miles: They grow cotton there.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Yes. T understand that some of the cotton
from the mission is at present on its way to
England.

Hon. H. Stewart: Have they started mak-
ing cheese from goat’s milk yet.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I have not heard of it. No doubt when the
mission gets the fee simple of the land it
will be ahle to do better work than it has
done in the past. The Drysdale River Mis-
sion has a special lease of 50,000 acres. It
has cxpended £1,750 on buildings and £430
on agrienltural development. This money has
been spent in the right direction. The mie-
sion grows tropical products such as cocoa-
nuts, rubber, sugar cane, rice and pineapples.
Their work appeals to me very much. The
mission authorities seem to be doing some-
thing that ia not done at the other mission.
None of these five items is mentioned in con-
nection with the Forrest River Mission. The
plan ghows that the Drysdale Mission is situ-
ated on the Bluff, in Napier Broome Bay., 1
suppose the latitude is different from that
of the Forrest River Mission, which accounts
for their being able to produce tropical fruit
of this kind, The work shows what can be
done in that part of the State, and that there
is quite a large amount of agricultural and
tropical development going on in the north.
‘This may be classed as experimental work.
Both misgions are doing well for the aborig-
ines and are very kind to them. The anmual
expenditure on the Drysdale Mission is £500;
30 natives gre housed there and rations are
issued to 1,800. The missions are humanis.-
ing and eivilising the blacks. There are four
priests looking after the mission, and I be-
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lieve everything is conducted in an orderly
and proper manner. The work carried out
by these two missions is a credit to them. 1
hope the House will be satisfied that it is
the right thing to give them thc encourage-
-ment they deserve, as embodied in this Bill.
I wish to express my satisfaction, as Min-
ister for the North-West, that I am able to
bring this Bill before members, in the hope
that what is being done by these missions
will be taken up by other missions. The Gov-
ernment will always be pleased to recognise
their good work in the way that it is pro-
posed to do for the two missions mentioned
in this Bill, I move—

That the Bill be now read o second time.

Hon. . STEWART (South-East) [8.20]:
I thought we should have heard more details
upon this subject from members represent-
ing the north. I support the Bill. T am in-
terested to hear the work of the Drysdale
Mission in connection with the growing of
tropieal products. This is an instance of what
good pioneering work is being done there.

Hon, G. W, MILES (North) [8.21]: I sup-
port the Bill. Both missions are doing useful
work, and demonstrating what can be done in
the north along these lines. In additiom to the
itemy mentioned by the Minister, the Forrest
River Mission grew at least one ton of cotton
last year, and have shown what c¢an be dome
in this direction around Wyndham, They are
also raising pigs. This will be one of the
most profitable industries in the north, I re-
gret the missions have not a longer security
of tenure of their leases. I hope they will be
given the right to remew them. Some steps
should be taken to give them a greater security
of tenure, such as would be afferded by a
99-year lease. I understand that was what
they were aiming at when they asked the
Government to bring down this Bill, I hope
the Government will see fit later on to accede
to the request, The missions are showing what
can be done in the growing of tropieal pro-
duets.

Hon, H. Stewart; Can you tell ns anything
about their rubber growing.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I do not know afy-
thing personally about the Drysdale Mission,
Rubber is not being grown at the Forrest
River Mission. There iz a native rubber which
grows in the Kimberleys along the river banks,
but the Drysdale Mission is evidently experi-
menting in the growing of Malayan rubber.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North) [R24]: [
gupport the Bill, I am not doing so for what
the missions are doing in the way of Christian-
iging the heathens, but for the work they are
doing in tropieal agriculture.

The Minister for Education: Do you not
think they are doing good work with the
natives? '

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: It would take more
than the eloquence of the Minister to convinee
me that any mission can do good amongst

[COUNOLL.]

the natives in the north. One of the moral or
legal customs of the natives there is that when
one¢ member of a tribe dies they kill the mem-
ber of another tribe in order to keep the
balance of members even hetween them, What
did we do during the war? We started out
to kill, murder, plunder and destroy in all
directions. T am surprised that these missions
have not been able to get the freehold of the
land they occupy. Whilst they are deing
good they can always appeal to me for an
extension of their leases.

Hon, H. Stewart: The power behind the
throne,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The Minister has
not said what the missions have done towards
Christianising the heathens, Presumably he
agrees that nothing has been done, or can pos-
sibly be dome to improve their method of
administering their own affairs..

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ele.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reporfed with amendment and the re.
port adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—GNOWANGERUP RESERVES.
Second Reading.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.

. J. Ewing—South-West) [8.28] in moving the

second reading said: The object of this Bill
is to grant to the Gnowangerup Road Board
Lots 5 and 53 in fee simple with power to
gell; the proceeds of sale to be devoted to
improving Gmnowangerup block 22, which has
been reserved for a soldiers’ memorial hall.
Lot 5, on whichk the road board office is
erected, is now vested in the Minister for
Works, who is satisfied with this arrangement.
Lot 58, on which the agricultural hall stands,
is also vested in that Minister. The unim-
proved value of lots 5 and 53 is £110. It
is considered that the buildings on lots &
and 53 are unsuitable for the purposes for
which they are now being used. The Minister
for Works has no objection to the removal
or sale of these buildings. The approval of
the Exeeutive Counecil was obtained some time
ago for a 999.year lease of lot 22 to the road
board as a site for a soldiers’ memorial hall.
The proposal of the road board is to build
a memotial hall on lot 22,

Hon. H. Stewart: It has been built.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hall will be used as an agricultural hall and
road board offices. The Returned Soldiers’
Lieague are prepared to transfer to the road
board all rights they may possess. All the
difficulties that may have existed have been
overcome and the road board authorities are
willing to take over tbe land, the sale of
which has to be carried out to the satisfae-
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tion of the Minister for Works. The cost
of the memorial hall is to be £3,000,

Hon. H. Stewart: What is the date of
your information, because I think the hall
was opened in September last. T was
present.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: My
information is quite clear. Tenders have
bern called in antieipation of the Bill being
passed, It is necessary for the Bill to be
passed in order to legalise what has so far
been done. The Gnowangerup people have
taken for granted that Parliament will give
them what they desire, namely the right to
sell the land and invest the whole of the
money in the memorial hall which will be
under the jurisdietion of the road board., {t
is a good thing to know that those people
have so much confidence in the Government.
The least we can do mow is to grant the
power that is sought. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second lime.

Hon. H. STEWART (South-East) [8.35):
I support most of what the Leadcr of the
Houge has said. The Bill is somewhat
similar in its purpose io the measure that
was before¢ the House last night to per-
mit a readjustment of property granted
to a public body at Kojonup. In the
present instanee it is proposed to dis-
pose of certain land so that the proceeds
may be vtilised for the payment of a build-
ing whieh has already been erected. I think
T am right in saying that the information
given to the House by the Minister was
supplied on the nnderstanding that the Bill
we are now considering would be put
through by the Government. The people at
Gnowangerup had that much confidence in
the Government that they went on with the
work of erecting the building in anticipation
of the legislation being put through. The
strueture is roomy and of Doric design. Tt
is a credit to the ec-operation of the people
of the district, and to the veluntary sub.-
seribers. The ball was opened late in Aug-
ust or early in September by the Governor at
the request of the sub-branch of the Re-
turned Soldiers’ League. It is a fine tribute
on the part of the poople of the distriet to
the services that were rendered tfo the
Empire by the men who enlisted from that
part of the State. I am sorry there i3 not
one member in the Chamber representing a
metropelitan or metropolitan-suburban pro-
vinee, because I wish to state that if the
people of the capital had constrocted a
memorial in any way comparable to that
ereeted at Gnowangerup, a town some 250
miles from the metropolis, they would have
had something to be proud of, and it too
would have been a fine tribute to the ser-
vices rendered to the Empire by those men
who enlisted in the metropolitan area. 1
support the seeond reading of the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Biil read a second time.
£68]
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In Commitice, cle.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—INSURANCE COMPANIES ACT
AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Bwing—8outh-West) [8.42] in moving
the second reading said: The Insurance Com-
panies Act 1918 requires insurance com-
panies except life insurance companies that
may be doing business in this State, to de-
posit as security a sum of E5000 with the
Treasury, Life insurance companies are
dealt with under another Statute. The com-
panies on stariing business in the State,
deposit with the Treasury £5,000 and in ex-
change for that bonds are issued ecarrying
interest at the rate of 4146 per cent. The
object of the Bill iz to bring all companies
into line. The position has become some-
what difficult beeause it has been learned
that there are canvassers in the State repre-
senting companies that are not registered
here, and they are earrying on operations
without having lodged anything in the
shape of security. Those companies are com-
peting, in the opinion of the Government
unfair]y, with the companies that are
registered in the State who have deposited
the security required by the Act of 1918, In
other words there are agencies carrying on
business in the State for companies cutside
the State. The Bill will require those
agencies to fall into line with the other
comparics and pay to the Treasury the sum
of £5,000.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I thought they all paid
that.

The MIXNISTER FOR EDUCATION: No;
these companies to which I refer can carry
on agencies here and have their offices in
Sydney or Melbourne. I understand that
there are 10 different companies so
operating in the State and all will be
obliged under the measure to fall ‘inte
line with the other companies. The
Bill will simply deal in equity and fair-
ness with members of the community and
see that those who are agents or canvassers
here for firms in the Eastern States are not
placed in an advantageous position eom-
pared with others who have their offices here
and employ staffs. The Bill must appeal to
hon. members as fair and just. Naturally, it
will assist the Treasurer somewhat, bheecause
we need as much money as we can get. If
there are 10 of these companies who will be |
required to put up £5,000 each, that will
mnean £50,000 for the Treasury.

Hon. G. W. Miles: What will you do with
that morey. Will it be placed in o trast
fund?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Treasury bills will he issued ecarrying 4%
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per cent. interest. The firms who deposit
£3.000 recoive 414 per vent. interest on the
joney, which remains with tiie Govermment
until such time as the company concerned
goes out of business.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The Government, in ef-
feet, borrow the momney.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
And the firms depositing receive 4% per
cent. interest, which is reasonable. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

Iton. J. J. HOULMES (North) {8.47]: 1
support the second reading of the Bill. L
am a direetor of a life assuranee company
and also ot a fire insurance company. It 18
news to me that there are people here from
other States as agents who are tramsaeting
business on behalf of head offices Jocated m
the Eastern States.

The Minister for
here now.

Hou. J. .§. HOLMES: [f that be so, it is
noc foir to the people lhere who have to pay
a deposit to the Gevermment. [t may be that
the Bill does not go far enough. For thu
reason, I snpport the second reading, but ask
the Minister to defer the Committee stage to
the next sitting of the House.

Education: They are

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon,
J. Ewing—South-West—in reply) [8.48]:
I agree to Mr. Holmes’s request with the
greatest plensure, T hopc in the meantime hq.
will make inquiries te fiud out for himszelf
that the statements T have made are correet.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: T do not doubt them.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: L
am glad the Govermment have done some-
thing that meets with his approval.

Question put and passed.
Bill rend a second time.

BILL—APPROPRTATION.
Received from the Assembly and read u
first time.

BILL—MFERREDIN RACECOURSE,
.Second Reading.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOXN {Hon.

J. Ewing—South-West) [8.50] in moving
the second reading said: The BImh is
ave

a small one contaimng two elauses.
a plan showing the different rescrves affected
by the Bill which hon. members can ins-ect.
Merredin reserve No. 14223 is vested in the
Merredin Road Board. The reserve is to be
extended by taking in adjaceut blocks, which
will make a total area of 112 acres. The
enlarged reserve will then be suitable for
the combined purposes of a racecourse, show
ground, and recreation reserve. People in
the country districts are mow comeentrating

[COUNGIL.)

upon improvements to one area rather than
dealing with three or four different blocks.
The road board intend to devote their em-
ergies to the improvement of the combined
area for the purposes I' have indicated. Re-
serve No. 13563 is the present racecourse re-
serve and under the proposal of the local neo-
ple will no longer Le required. The buuecd

desire power to sell the racceourse re-
serve free of all trusts affecting it
At the present time there ix an over-
draft at the Dbank in  conneetion with

the racecourse, and it has been guaranteed by
soverand individuals jointly and severally, It
is desired to apply the jrocceds from the sale
of the racecourse block, first, to clearing off
tuc overdrait and, sevondly, to devote the
balanee to the improvement of the new and
enlarged reserve, This scheme will benefit
the peopla of the Merredin district. The new
block vill be uwnder the control of the road
hoard. 1t is the intention of the Government
to make a responsible body in each distriet
assume power regarding the centrol of re-
serves of this description, The Bill will
mean that a let of unnecessary expense
aml s.pervision will be avoided by concen-
trating the work on the one ground. [ move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. W. CARROLL (East) |8.55]: I have
pleasure in surporting the Minister’s remarks.
He has explained the position fully. This is
one of several similar Bills we have alrcady
dealt with. I hope the House will agree to
the sceond reading and if members do so, I
awn certain the people of the Merredin distriet
will be pleased at the action this Chamber
has taken,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY  (Llast) [B.35]:
1 support the second reading. The principle
involved is essentially onc of eco-operation.
Mistakes were made in many of the older
di tricts in days gone by,” when they saw fit
to have different areas with their respegtive
sets of huildings for racecourse, sports, show
ground, and other purposes. People nowadays
are adopting a different attitude and, by steps
such as those taken at Merredin and other
centres, co-operation has been resorted to and
one set of buildings will be made to serve
the purposes of the interests concerned. This
is all to the advantage of the residents of the
localities affected, and I am glad the Govern-
ment have brought forward Bills to overcome
the difficulties that were experienced in former
times.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time

In Commillee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee withovt de-
bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.
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RPIL1L—BUSSELTON-MARGARET RIVER
RATLWAY DEVIATION (No, 2},

Second RBeading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
-J. Bwing—Sonth-West) [9.0] in moving the
second reading said: The state of the Notice
Paper now, thanks to the nssistance of hon.
menibers, fully justifies the motion they were
good enough to endorse this aftermoon. We
‘have cleared a good part of the Notiee Paper
and now have an opportunity to go ahead
with the more important husiness. Last ses-
sion authority was given for a deviation of the
Busselton-Margaret River railway, which is
ealled deviation No. 1. It has been found that
the limits of that deviation fall a few chans
short of emhracing what is thought desirable
for the coustruction of the lire. Hence the
necvessity for this Bill. The proposed devia-
tion is warranted in order to provide a good
junetion with the Flinders Bay-Margavet River
railway, which was pure¢hased many years ago
from Millars’, The second devintion will
avoid the steep grades and unnecessarily sharp
curves ai the extreme north cnd of the Flin-
ders Bay line, T have the plans here and shall
table them so that members may investigate
the matier for themselves.

Hon. T. Moore: Arc the people of the dis-
trict satisficd with the deviation?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
think so, because it certainly improves the
arades and shortens the distanee. The Rill
of last session was not gquite sufficient by a
few chains to cover the deviation required.
The lengfh of the deviation is 23 miles, the
ruling grade 1 in 60 and the sharpest curve
1¢ chains. That is a pretty sharp curve. T
should like to have curves of 20 chains radius.

Hon, G. W Miles: ('annot yon get better
wrades than 1 in 60?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATTON:
is a rensounahle pgrade.

Hon. A. Lovekin: It is eestly to work,

The MINISTER FOR ENUCATION: Yes.
This deviation will improve the line and the
cost will be £7.000,

Houn. A. Burvill:
grade?

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION : 1
think 1 in 30. 1 take it this is the best
that can be done to improve the line,

Hon, G. W. Miles: What about the re-
sumptions of land?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Thexy are the ordinary powers embodied in
every Railway Bill

Hon, H. Stewart :
ordinary powers.

The MIXISTER
move—

That the Bill be now read a secord time.

That

What iz the existing

They are uot the

FOR EDUCATION : 1

Point of Order.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: On a point of order, is
not this Bill foreign to the title? The title
is **An Act to authorise a (deviation of the
Bussvlton-Margaret River Railway,”” but the

1695

Bill vontains elauses for the compuisory pur-
chase of land.

The Minister for Education: It is possible
to alter the title. I think there is something
in the hon. member’s contention.

Hon. J, Nichelson: (an you deviate with-
out resuming the Jand?

The Minister for Education: If the hon.
member will move the adjournment of the
debate, I shall make inquiries and ascertain
whether there is anything in his contention.

on. J. T, Holmes: T did not ask the Min-
ister to make inquiries. I asked for your
ruling, Mr. Deputy President, as to whether
the Hill is in order.

The Deputy President: Unless the hoa.
member wishes to proceed with his point of
order, [ would like him to aceept the sugges-
tion of the Minister and move the adjourn-
ment of the debate, To-morrow the Presi-
lent will be here nnd the hon, member ean
obtain n definite ruling from him. T have
not vet had rime to read the Bill

Hon, T, L. Holmes: Certainly.

s to papers.

Hon. 1L Stewart: Will the Minister obtain
any reports on the deviation and any in-
formation regarding the resumption®

The Minister for Edueation: Yes, and if
T ennnot get the papers by to-morrow I
ghall ngree to a postponement uatil they are
available,

On motion by
adjonrned.

Hou. J. .T. Holmes, debate

Howse odjonrned at 9.10 pan.
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